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economic development was different in each. The mere
fact that the Catholic Flemings, despite national and
economic interests, remained loyal to the Spanish Crown,
should have made Labriola think twice.
His strangest and most objectionable argument,
however, is that, from unforeseen consequences, realised
long afterwards, of an event or a movement, it should
be possible to reconstruct its causes. If it is inadmissible,
from the mere fact that of two events one succeeded the
other, to conclude that the second was caused by the
first, it is still less admissible to infer the causes of a move-
ment from its eventual consequences. Yet this is a
paralogism habitual to Marxist historians. We might
as well conclude that, because a spark from a locomotive
kindled a forest, the train was despatched for this end,
or, to remain in the sphere of history, that because by
Alexander's conquests the Greek language spread over
the near East, a circumstance which contributed, three
centuries later, to the rapid expansion of the Christian
religion, this was the true cause of Alexander's expedi-
tions. Mediaeval thinkers used to draw similar con-
clusions.
Marx himself condemned this mode of reasoning.
" It is a distorting speculation ", said he, " to declare
a later historical development to have been the cause of
a precedent event or development. What is designated
by the words ' destination ', ' purpose ', ' root', ' idea '
is only an abstraction from later history, an abstraction
from the influence which former events had on a later
development."J
We willingly admit that in nearly all cases economic
interests and economic conflicts supervened upon the
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